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European Institutions



How do the main EU Institutions Work?



• Who proposes laws?

• Who votes on them?

• Who represents citizens?

• Who represents Member States?



The European Commission:
Proposing Laws

The European Commission works on behalf of the EU as a 
whole, not not on that of individual countries.

Its main role is to propose new EU laws but it also:

• Ensures that EU rules are applied correctly
• Manages the EU budget and EU programmes
• Represents the Union in some international negotiations

The Commission is made up of one Commissioner from each 
Member State.

→ Think of the Commission as the “engine”  of EU legislation: it 
suggests ideas and then helps turn these ideas into reality.

The European Commission, led by its President, Ursula von der Leyen (centre).
Located in Brussels, Belgium

Source: European Commission Audiovisual Service © European Union



The European Parliament:
Representing Citizens

The European Parliament represents EU citizens.

Members of the European Parliament (MEPs) are elected by citizens 
once every five years.

Its main roles are:

• debating and voting on EU laws
• approving the EU budget
• supervising the European Commission

→ When you vote in European elections, you choose your MEPs.

Based in Brussels, with plenary sessions in Strasbourg, France
Source: European Parliament © European Union



The Council of the European Union: 
Representing Member States

The Council of the EU represents the governments of the Member 
States.

It is made up of national ministers, who meet depending on the 
topic to be debated (e.g. agriculture, finance, etc.).

Its main roles are:

• Negotiating and voting on EU laws together with the European 
Parliament

• Coordinating policies between Member States

→ The Council represents national governments.

The Council of Ministers is based in Brussels 
Source: Council of the European Union © European Union



The European Council:
Setting the Direction

The European Council brings together the leaders of the Member States, 
such as Presidents and Prime Ministers.

It does not pass laws. Instead, it:

• Defines the EU’s political priorities

• Sets the EU’s long-term direction

• Responds to major crises

→ The European Council provides political guidance.

The European Council is also based in Brussels 

Family photo 2024 - Source: European Council © European Union



How EU laws are adopted

In most cases:

1. The European Commission proposes a law.

2. The European Parliament and the Council of the EU discuss it and suggest 

changes.

3. Both institutions must agree for the law to be adopted.

This system ensures a balance between:

• The European interest (Commission)

• Citizens (Parliament)

• Member States (Council)



The Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU): 
Ensuring the Rules Are Respected

The CJEU makes sure that EU law is interpreted and applied correctly.

Its main roles are:

• Resolving disputes between Member States

• Making sure that EU institutions respect the treaties

• Protecting the rights of citizens under EU law

→ The CJEU ensures that EU law is respected in all Member States. Source: Court of Justice of the European Union

© European Union

The CJEU is based in 
Luxembourg city,, Luxembourg



For more information on the different sections of  this sequence or other 

institutions, please refer  to:

https://european-union.europa.eu/institutions-law-budget/institutions-and-bodies/types-institutions-

and-bodies_en
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Quiz Time!



© Kiana Ghorbanian
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