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The EU Today: Debates, 
Challenges and Future 
Perspectives



the EU is not a finished project. It continues to 
evolve and faces important challenges.



Economic Challenges 
in an Integrated Europe
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Migration 
and the Management of Borders

Individuals migrate for many reasons, which could be:

• Because of war and conflict in their home country
• To find work in another country
• Due to political instability in their home country
• With respect to environmental issues

In 2015, Europe faced a major migration crisis.

This created disagreements between EU countries:

• How should migrants be shared between countries?
• How can borders be controlled effectively?
• How to balance humanitarian values and security concerns?

Source: European Parliament © European Union



Brexit 
and the Risk of “Disintegration”

Brexit raised important questions:

• Why do some citizens oppose European integration?
• What happens economically and politically when a 

country leaves?
• Could other countries leave in the future?

→ This phenomenon is sometimes called the risk 
of European disintegration.
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The EU and Its Neighbourhood  

The EU also builds relationships with nearby countries. This is 
done through the European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP).

It focuses on countries which are:
• East of the EU (e.g. Ukraine, Georgia, Moldova, etc.)
• South of the EU (e.g. Morocco, Tunisia, etc.)

Its goals are to:
• Promote stability, peace and human rights
• Support economic development
• Encourage political cooperation

It has evolved from a focus on economic cooperation to a 
stronger emphasis on stability and security.

Source: EU - image generated using AI tools



The EU and Global Challenges

Climate change

Through the Green Deal, the EU plays a leading role to:
• Reduce greenhouse gas emissions
• Develop renewable energy

Geopolitical tensions

For example, the Russian invasion of Ukraine led to:
• Economic sanctions against Russia
• Humanitarian aid to Ukraine
• Stronger cooperation on energy and defense between 

member states

→ However, the EU is not unanimous in its support and 
this support also faces opposition.

Sources: European Parliament, 

EEAS © European Union



Debates About the Future of the EU

Some support a greater integration:

• Stronger common defence
• More shared policies

Others prefer more national control.

Key debates include:

• Should the EU develop a common army?
• Should more countries adopt the euro?
• Should the EU continue to enlarge?
• How to make EU decisions more democratic?

→  The EU evolves through debates, crises and reforms.



For more information on the different sections of  this sequence, please refer  to:

https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/relations -united-kingdom_en

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/european-green-deal/

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/eu-migration-policy/

https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/european-neighbourhood-policy_en

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/LDM_BRI(2012)120290
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Quiz Time!



© Kiana Ghorbanian


	Diapositive 1
	Diapositive 2
	Diapositive 3 Economic Challenges  in an Integrated Europe
	Diapositive 4 Migration  and the Management of Borders
	Diapositive 5 Brexit  and the Risk of “Disintegration”
	Diapositive 6 The EU and Its Neighbourhood  
	Diapositive 7 The EU and Global Challenges
	Diapositive 8 Debates About the Future of the EU
	Diapositive 9
	Diapositive 10
	Diapositive 11

